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how lie sat, saw, and heard, not unthankful nor
uninspired, the great orator

" While he forewarns, denounces, launches forth
Aguinst all systems built on abstract rights."

The Church, as conceived by the spirit of Laud,
and described by Hooker's voice, was the great
symbol of the union of high and stable institution
with thought, faith, right living, and " sacred
religion, mother of form and fear." As might
be expected from such a point of view, the
church pieces, to which Wordsworth gave so
much thought, are, with few exceptions, such as
the sonnet on Seathwtdte Chapel, formal, hard,
and very thinly enriched with spiritual graces
or unction. They are ecclesiastical, not religious.
In religious poetry, the Church of England finds
her most affecting voice, not in Wordsworth, but
in the Lyra Innocentium and the Christian Year.
Wordsworth abounds in the true devotional cast
of mind, but less than anywhere else does it show
in his properly ecclesiastical verse.

It was perhaps natural that when events no
longer inspired him, Wordsworth should have
turned with new feelings towards the classic, and
discovered a virtue in classic form, to which his